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CONTACT US:

Parish Office:
1340 Lakeview Avenue
Dracut, MA 01826
978-957-0322

Fax: 978-957-5266
Email: stmar@comcast.net
Web Page: www.stmar.org
Parish Hall: 978-957-9861

Rel. Education Office:  978-957-3113

St. Louis School: 978-458-7594

MASS SCHEDULE
Daily Mass - Mon. to Sat. - 7:30 a.m.
Saturday: 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m.
Sunday: 7:30 a.m., 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.

PASTOR
Rev. Robert L. Connors

PAROCHIAL VICAR
Rev. Christopher J. Casey

SENIOR PRIEST IN RESIDENCE
Rev. James D. Lyons

ASSISTING CLERGY
Rev. Leo Cormier
Rev. Normand Fillion, O.M.1.

PERMANENT DEACONS

Deacon Everett J. Penney, Jr.

Deacon Gerard J. G. Hardy
PASTORAL ASSOCIATES

Mrs. Joan Donnelly

Mr. Paul Duguette

Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. —8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
BUSINESS MANAGER

Mrs. Joanne Laurent

Office Hours:

Monday to Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Secretary — Pauline Montmarquet
Office Hours:
Monday to Friday — 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

YOUTH MINISTRY
Roma Fauvel

ST. LOUIS SCHOOL
Sr. Irene Martineau, SASV, Principal

No matter who you are
No matter what you do
No matter where you come from
No matter where you are going
No matter how good or how bad things may seem
Please know that you are always welcome at

WHO WANTS TO BE BLESSED?

When we read the beatitudes, it is often with
mixed emotions. The results sound enticing, to
inherit the earth, see God, be shown mercy; but
some of those initial requirements sound pretty
awful. Who wants to mourn, be poor in spirit or persecuted?

The simple answer is no one. Everyone wants to avoid
sorrow and suffering. But we exist in a world that rejected
Jesus and His loving lifestyle. So when we follow His
exampl e of servitude and sacri
Life hurts, sometimes simply |
the beatitudes promise that these unavoidable pains will be
noted and rewarded by our Heavenly Father.

BOY SCOUT SUNDAY

We want to congratulate all the scouts that will be
' celebrating with us this Sunday. Ste. Marguerite’ s

supports several boy and girl scout troops during

the year. The Boy Scouts will pray together with us at the

9:00 a.m. Liturgy.
A

WEDNESDAY

Our Lenten Journey begins
Wednesday, February 6, 2008

Ashes will beimposed at the following Liturgies:
7:30a.m. i 9:00 a.m. (St. Louis) i 7:00 p.m.

Also at a 4:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service

LENTEN REGULATIONS

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent.
The following fasting and abstinence regulations
are observed.

Abstinence from meat is observed on Ash
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of
Lent by all Catholics 14 years of age and older.
Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good
Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but
not yet 59 years of age. Those bound by this rule
may take only one full meal. Two smaller meals are
permitted as necessary to maintain strength
according to one's needs, but eating solid foods
between meals is not permitted.

LENTEN ASSISTANCE: Although it comes very
early this year, we will celebrate Lent well and are
offering you and your family the Black Books
again. These are daily meditations i short and to
the point i but they help us to focus just a bit more
on Lent each day. We invite each family to take
one home this weekend and to begin using it.
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FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

FROM THE PASTOR:

This week we begin the Season of Lent. In times past, the
Lenten Season was welcomed as a time of penance and
reconciliation. “* Gi vi ng up” something
and part of our Catholic Culture. Getting ashes on Ash
Wednesday was a “must for i
“Cat h-ednd P ROUDThe titurgical .Cycle of the
Church tries to help up experience in ritual what we live out
in the cycle of our lives and see CHRIST as intimately
involved in all we do. A | ot of this *
but it d o e sThis weekhis Aste Wadreesday and
there are ample opportunities for you and your family to
“sign yourselves as Cat hol
services at St. Francis, Ste. Marguerite or any of the
parishes in the area. Lent is a time to acknowledge that we
NEED Christ in our life especially when we tend to fail the
Lord by our thoughts, words or actions. We are sinful people
— who are redeemed by the sacrifice of Christ on the cross.
If we cannot admit our sinfulness, our need for Christ, then
religion really has no meaning. Lent is a time to do
something that connects us daily with the Lord.

The three main suggestions for penance in Lent are fasting,
prayer and almsgiving. | would like to suggest that you do
one of each during the coming six weeks. Fasting is easy.
Give up one meal a week, or eat sparsely — THEN, offer the
money that could have been spent on that meal and put it
aside and give it to the poor (St. Vincent de Paul box or mite
boxes). Parents, take responsibility to teach your children
about Lent and sacrifice. Prayer should not be difficult — are
we not doing it daily anyway? But in Lent, perhaps we use
the Black Books, provided this weekend as a family way of
praying together. Ma ki ng the “sacrifi
together may be the best thing you can do this Lent. When
was the last time that you gathered as a family and regularly
prayed? This may be a Lenten challenge that will benefit the
whole family. And then, there is almsgiving — offering your
financial support to the parish, to the poor, to the needy. |
would like to suggest that every time you come to Mass (and
| hope that is weekly — perhaps this is anoth e r “ch
during Lent) that you drop at least a dollar or two into the St.
Vincent de Paul box. Parents can give some change to their
children to train them to give to charity as well.

This Lent is an opportunity. You will receive a brochure with
all the opportunities in St. Francis and Ste. Marguerite
parishes. We hope that helps. Fasting, Prayer and
Almsgiving. These can solve problems in life; these can give
peace of mind and heart; these can bring us in closer
relationship to Christ; these can help us to identify ourselves
as “Catholics” ®rmydor éneanghero doth
us and make the effort. Our prayer is for you. Please pray
for us. God bless you all and HAPPY LENT.

Fr. Bob
COLLECTIONS

The second collection this wekend is the monthly Parish
Support collection.
will be the annual collection for the Holy Father

cul

Next weekend the second collection

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
This Sacrament is offered every Sunday after the 11:00 a.m.
Liturgy. We ask that you come to the front pew and wait for

thep priest_ta finish gyeetng thenpespietagdnreturn to the
sacristy for the Sacred Oils.

tAlsojoy Mopday, Fepreagy 11a20%% e celgbate Werld Bay | n

of the Sick. Sunday, February will serve as a focal
point for the whole parish to reflect on the healing
power of the Sacrament of the Sick. Anointing of the

ik widl takemplpee atq|l Miasses ekt avgekend. Please

do not | ook upon this Sacramer
power ful i nstrument in God'’is
iyeusself of thisgiét.t t endi ng one of t he

LAWRENCE FIRE VICTIMS

For those of you who were unable to donate to the Lawrence
Fire Victims Fund last weekend, the special collection boxes
will remain at the church entrances through this weekend.
Please be generous as many families have been displaced
and are in need of our help.

GIVING TREE THANK YOU
The following thank you note was recently received:

“ 1 would Iike to express my
thank you for thinking of me and my children during this
Christmas Season and thank you for all the wonderful gifts.
It made this Christmas one to remember with all your help,
kindness and generosity. Your kindness and generosity
made a big difference in the lives of my children and
believing in Santa Claus. Without your thoughtfulness, ther
Christmas Holiday would not have been a very pleasant one

c dot mytcluldrem.r Mapy tharks far yolranest gegerous gifts.

Your generosity and kindness
Panc%e reakfast
all enge”

600 CLUB DRAWING NEXT SUNDAY

Ste. Marguerit e d’' Youvi |l | e
will take place next Sunday, February 10, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.
Please join us in Ste. Marguerite Church Hall for a pancake
breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Door prize for this
drawing is $50.00. You must be present to win door prize.

FINANCIALS
AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY $8,357.00
of Pt Income received from 1/3/08 to 1/8/08
Offertory Collection $5,383.00
Other Income $652.00
TOTAL PARISH INCOME $6,035.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFIC IT)  ($2,322.00
Church in Latin America $1,542.00
Lawrence Fire Victims $78.00
Grand Annual (to date) $45,136.00
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FEBRUARY 3, 2008

Come to His Table
N

MASS INTENTIONS

This Weekend i February 2 & 3

Saturday

4:00 p.m. Leo & Rita Brunelle

7:00 p.m. Jason Valkavitch (1* Ann.)
Sunday

7:30 a.m. Rita Barr

9:00 a.m. Hetherman & Muldoon Families

11:00 a.m. Henry Houde, Sr. (15th Ann.)

Weekday Masses
Monday 7:30 a.m. Irene Towns
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Pauline Medina

Wednesday 7:30 a.m. Ash Wednesday Mass
9:00 a.m. (SL)  Ash Wednesday Mass

4:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Mass
Thursday 7:30 a.m. Lorraine Chandonnet
Friday 7:30 a.m. Parish Intention
Saturday 7:30 a.m. Shirley B. Marchand
Next Weekend 7 February 9 & 10
Saturday
4:00 p.m. M/M Philip Tellier & Family
7:00 p.m. Normand Philippon
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Shawn David Nutter (3rd Ann.)
9:00 a.m. Henry Moisan (Deceased - 100" Birthday)
11:00 a.m. Omer Mousseau

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

We will pray the Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. every
Friday during Lent.

NOTICE FROM FR. BOB

When the dual role of pastor began, | was concerned if we
would be able to sustain the five mass schedule in each
parish. There are only two priests officially assigned for both
parishes; all other priests are retired and help us as best they
can. We appreciate their help immensely. Both Parish
Councils met to discuss the issue and we decided to try to
keep the schedule as long as possible, given the age and
well being of the priests who are serving us. In the past few
months, it is evident we need to adjust our schedule. At the
same time, | have been informed that the general guidelines
from the Archdiocese note there should be only one
anticipation Mass on Saturday evening. As a result, we will
be ending the 7:00 p.m. Saturday liturgy on March 15 (Palm
Sunday) when a new schedule for the priests takes effect.
Sensitive to the inconvenience this raises for those attending
that Mass, we appreciate your understanding.

St. Vincent de Paul Society Members, Ste.

% Marguerite d’  Youvi ||

\V" at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, February 7, 2008
in room 101 of the Parish Center.
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