STE. MARGUERITE D'"YOUVILLE PARISH

DRACUT

BAPTIZED WITH HIM

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord let
us recall what our own baptism has done in
our lives. Baptism has made us co-workers
with Christ, emblems of Jesus’ love and of
God’s love for the world. We are baptized
into His family, His mission, His work. Let us recall Jesus’
witness as He stepped into the Jordan to begin His ministry
on earth and renew our own baptismal vows. May today be
another fresh beginning as we step from the waters He has
poured out on our spirits to anoint us anew for serving Him.

ACTS RETREATS

You are invited to attend the upcoming men’s ACTS retreat
(March 6-9, 2008) and women’s ACTS retreat (April 17-19,
2008) to be held at the Franciscan Center in Andover. The
retreat begins on Thursday evening and ends with Mass on
Sunday. Talks and activities during the retreat focus on
Adoration, Community, Theology and Service, from which
the ACTS acronym is derived. Open your heart. Be
renewed, refreshed and filled by the Spirit of Christ. Come
join us where faith, love, hope and fellowship is in abundant
supply. Registration forms will be available at the doors of
the church or for more information, please contact Deacon

Gerry Hardy at 978-458-4050.

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY
JANUARY 18-24, 2007

Q)
PRAY FORO\Q UNITY

To be only one is not to be alone. Each of us

is a perfect, single p

fitting exactly into the place He made for us.

Our differences, our diversity does not

separate us, it shapes us so that we fit snugly

into the heart of God, the circle of his

\purpose, the foundations of His kingdom. /
% THANK YOU
‘ de)} Now that the Christmas season rush is over,
\V" please remember that the need to assist those
less fortunate than ourselves is never over. We

want to thank all of you for your generosity during this crucial
time of the season.
Our conference members visited 57 parishioners either in
nursing homes, assisted living or at their own homes,
bringing them a small gift and the gift of love & caring. It was
a very rewarding experience. We also provided 41 young
children with Christmas gifts provided by you and our
benefactors.
None of these tasks would be possible without your help.
The St. Vincent de Paul Society is your representative to
those in need. May you all have a very happy, holy and
healthy New Year. God bless you in the name of St. Vincent
de Paul.

PARISH VISION DAY i MOVING FORWARD.

On Saturday, February 2, from 9:30-2:30 there will
be a workshop for the Parish leadership as well
as others who are willing to help us move forward
as a parish community. You will be receiving a
letter in the coming week outlining some of the
issues facing the parish in the near future
including diminishing attendance, and lack of
volunteering and participation. Where do we go
from here? We must honestly and reflectively
look at the parish situation and how we can
address its ministry and pastoral care in the next
five years. Please consider joining us for this

day. Call the Parish Office and leave your name,
wone and email if possible. Thank you. /

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL

WE REACHED OUR GOAL!

We received a letter from Scott Landry, Secretary for
Advancement at The Catholic Foundation, notifying us that we
not only achieved but surpassed our goal of $33,400.00 for the
Annual Catholic Appeal. Excerpts from his letter follow:

“Dear Fr. Connors,”

“Congratulations on surpassing your 2007 Catholic Appeal
financial target. Everyone here at the Catholic Foundation is
grateful for your effort and the generosity of your parishioners at
St. Marguerite d'Youville Parish......”

“Please know that you and the parishioners of Ste. Marguerite
d’Youville are in my prayers....”

Sincerely, Scot.
THANK YOU FOR GIVING TREE GIFTS

First | would like to thank all who participated with our Giving
Tree.

| know a lot of people were unhappy with all the tags for Gift
Certificates. However, let me assure you they were both
needed and appreciated by many.

This year we supported several families with children under
age 14 with gifts. These families were either families of our
SVDP or St. Louis School. Some of the gift certificates were
also given to families who did not get their names in on time
for the giving tree, the gift certificates enabled them to shop
for things their children needed and wanted. In the past we
were unable to help if they did not get their names in on
time.

| assure you; we had several very happy families. The
expression of gratitude on their faces and in their voices was
enough for me to know our help as a parish was greatly
appreciated by all.

Just to let you know we had several Gift Certificates left over
and | assure you that they will be used and just as
appreciated by families of our SVDP and St. Louis School
throughout the year.

Again thanks to all and God Bless.
Joanne Laurent



BAPTISM OF THE LORD

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

WITH GREAT SADNESS we received the resignation of Sr.
Irene Martineau as Principal of St. Louis School effective
July 15, 2008. Sister has served St. Louis School for so
many years and her dedication and administration will be
greatly missed. She certainly deserves any type of
retirement that she desires. Our prayers of gratitude are to
her for her service. In the coming month, a Search
Committee will be established by Fr. Bob to begin the
recruiting and hiring of a new principal for the coming
year. We will keep you informed of its progress.

DISTINGUISHED GRADUATE

The long-awaited announcement has reached our
parish bulletin office. Sr. Gail Mayotte,a graduate
of St. Louis School, has been chosen to receive the
Distinguished Graduate Award for the year 2008.
She will be the honored guest both at the opening
Catholic Schools Week Liturgy on January 27, 2008 and at a
special reception that will follow at Saint Louis School. Sister
Gail, as a pupil, graduated from St. Louis School. Later, as a
Sister of the Assumption, she was privileged to serve as
Principal of St. Louis School.

Catholic Schools Week 2008
January 27 - Feb. 2, 2008

The 2008 theme is:
Catholic Schools Light the Way

National Appreciation Day for Catholic Schools is
Wednesday, January 30

The 2008 theme is "Catholic Schools Light the Way." The theme
focuses on the leadership that Catholic Schools provide to our
nation, producing graduates who light the way to a brighter future
for all humankind. The theme also highlights the spiritual foundation
of Catholic schools, for we are on "The Way," a biblical term used
to describe those who follow Jesus as disciples. The slogan,
"Catholic Schools Light the Way," reminds us that we are called to
"light the way" to the kingdom for others even as we walk "the way"
of discipleship and grow in faith ourselves.

Preparations are being made at St. Louis School, our Parish
School, for this annual celebration. More information as it becomes
available.

CHRISTMAS FLOWER DONATIONS

We wish to thank those of you who made donations for our
Christmas flowers. These donations were received after
publication of the annual bulletin insert at Christmas.

Donation made by:
M/M William Hamilton

Donations made in memory of:

Frank Breen
Jim Sarault

Henry Sarault

Henry Marchand
Lucille Laurent M/M Arthur Tanguay
Rene E. Dion, Sr. Robert Holdsworth
Deceased Members of the Depolito Family
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Panc%e reakfast

600 CLUB DRAWING

Ste. Marguerite d’Youville 600 Club Drawing for January will
take place this Sunday, January 13, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.
Please join us in the Parish Hall for a pancake breakfast
from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. Door prize for this drawing is
$100.00. You must be present to win door prize.

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES

For those of you who receive our offertory envelopes and would
like to make your offertory donation on a monthly basis instead
of weekly, the first envelope in your packet each month is
specifically for this purpose. This will make it easier for you
to make your donation. Please note that this envelope is not
for an extra collection but for monthly offertory donations
only and does not include special collections. For these
collections, you must use the special envelopes that are in your
packet.

REMI NDERE.

Our parish can only track contributions made using the parish
envelope system, and will, upon request, produce a written
statement of contributions made during 2007.

Cash or check contributions that are not in a parish envelope
cannot be tracked and will not be included in the year-end
contribution statement. To receive your statement, please call
the Parish Office at 978-957-0322.

OFFERTORY

AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY $8,357.00
Income received from 12/17 to 12/23, 2007

TOTAL PARISH INCOME $10,288.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) $1,931.00
Christmas Flowers (to date) $3,111.00
Grand Annual (to date) $42,546.00

Income received from 12/24 to 12/30, 2007

TOTAL PARISH INCOME $7,162.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) ($1,195.00)
Christmas Collection (to RCAB) $7,668.00
Christmas Flowers (to date) $3,438.00
Grand Annual (to date) $42,546.00
Income received from 12/31/07 to 1/6/ 08
Offertory Collection $6,516.00
Other Income $1,439.00
Mary, Mother of God $1,295.00
TOTAL PARISH INCOME $9,250.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) $893.00
Christmas Flowers (to date) $3,438.00
Grand Annual (to date) $43,721.00

The second collection this weekend is the monthly Parish
Support collection.
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MASS INTENTIONS

This Weekend i January 12 & 13

Saturday
4:00 p.m. Edward Richards
7:00 p.m. Mrs. Pauline Rando
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Theresa Millman
9:00 a.m. Priscilla Hebert (8" Ann.)
11:00 a.m. Raymond P. Boucher, Sr.

Raymond P. Boucher, Jr.

Weekday Masses

Monday 7:30 a.m. Leo & Catherine Cloutier
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Catherine Gamache
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. Omer Mousseau
Thursday 7:30 a.m. Eloise Decelle
Friday 7:30 a.m. Alphonse & Grace Thibeault
Saturday 7:30 a.m. Shirley P. Marchand
Next Weekend 7 January 19 & 20
Saturday

4:00 p.m. Celestine V. Rancourt

7:00 p.m. Joseph Bianco
Sunday

7:30 am. Parish Intentions

9:00 a.m. Laura Morrissette

11:00 a.m. Raymond & Alice Pinette - Anniversary

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

Confirmation Program classes resume this Sun. Jan. 13,
2008.
Jr. High Program classes resume Wed. Jan. 16, 2008.

Grade 10 ~ Candidate & Sponsor PANCAKE
BREAKFAST- Jan.27, 2008

Sponsors are cordially invited to attend 7:30 a.m. MASS with
their candidate, followed by our Annual Pancake Breakfast.

Service Project — We will be preparing the mailing for our Rel.
Ed. Calendar Fundraiser on Tuesday Jan.29, 2008 from 6:00-

8:30 pm. in Room 101.
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YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS

*Reminder to all AJR. HIGHO S TUDENOU i Wi n
Wonder | and isFoa Friday| January 18, 2008 from
7:00-10:00 p.m. Costis $ 5.00.

*MOTHER / DAUGHTER Pampering Session- Sunday, Jan.
20, 2008 at 2:00 p.m.

Now that the holidays are over, treat yourselves to a couple
of hours of good, clean, quality fun.

All daughters, grades’ 6 & up, bring your mom, grandma,
aunt, or neighbor.

Confirmation candidates- perfect opportunity to spend some
quality time with your mom, sponsor, or big sister.
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