STE. MARGUERITE D' YOUVILLE PARISH

DrRACUT

How many rejections?

What patience God has shown to His children
through the ages! Time after time He sent
prophets and teachers to call the world back to
righteousness while the hardened hearts of man
rejected His message. Still God’s divine love
reached out and sent His son, Jesus to show us
His perfect love. And although Jesus has paid
the price, a perfect sacrifice for our sins, still
today we take that gift for granted. Our selfish
sins reject His humble selflessness. The greed for material
possessions and success denies His sacrifice. How many times will
our own pride and self will drive out His pure example of
obedience? Let's pray today that God will make us true, obedient
children. May our daily actions show us accepting, and not rejecting
the example He has set for us.

This Sunday is Respect Life Sunday

Why care?

In a world crowded with billions of suffering
people, it is sadly simple to dismiss the helpless
cries of the unborn. It's easy to brush God’s
concern aside, believing Him too busy, too
concerned with larger issues to care for tiny
delicate creatures swimming in their mother’s womb.

Yet in Jeremiah we read “Before | formed you in the womb, | knew
you.” If we apply these words to ourselves, the image is almost
overwhelming. Think of God, eons ago, contemplating you, seeing
you from all possible angles, analyzing the best time for you to
appear on the earth so that you would meet people to love and
impact for Him. See God looking carefully as He chose your
parents, knowing how you'd look at 5 and 15 and 50. Imagine His
smile as you were ushered squalling into that first day of life, as He
pictured the treasure you would become.

When we let these pictures become truth to us, each unborn child
is recognized as infinitely precious, a friend of the Almighty even
before their first breath is drawn. The question is not “why care?”,
but how can we not?

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK
This Sacrament will be offered every Sunday after the 11:00 a.m.
Liturgy. We ask that you come to the front pew and wait for the
priest to finish greeting the people and return to the sacristy for the

Sacred Oils.
mHILDREN's

\% LITURGY Our Children's Liturgy is restarting. It will

be held on the First and Third Sundays of

each month during the 9:00 Mass. This gives the children the
opportunity to go downstairs to listen and participate in Readings,
Gospel and a Sermon on their level. This program is geared
towards preschool to fourth grade children. All are welcome! If
you are interested in helping out one Sunday a month during the
9:00 Mass please contact Christine Carignan 978-453-3385.
Please come join us, the children love it!

CHILDREN'S LITURGY OF THE
WORD

A Healing service
St. Louis Prayer Group is sponsoring a healing
service on October 13, 2008. The service is at the
St. Louis School Center, 221 West Sixth St., Lowell.
(The former St. Louis Church) Padre Paul McManus
will be our celebrant this evening. Mass starts at
7:00 PM, followed by the laying on of hands. We will
have refreshments. Please park in schoolyard and use the church
entrance nearest the parking lot on the rectory side. If you have,
any questions feel free to contact Joyce at 978-458-1942 or
978-758-1517.

MINISTRY WEEKEND IS HERE

We need more help at all the masses. If you
are interested in helping out and offering your
service to the Lord, please join us this
weekend as representatives from each
ministry will be available in the Parish Hall
following all Masses to describe their respective ministry and to
answer any questions you may have. Being part of a ministry is not
time consuming as most of the time one hour per month is all that is
asked of you. Everyone is invited. Join us for coffee and pastries.
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CLASSES BEGIN:

Grades 1 to 4 — Sunday, October 5 — 8:30 to 10:00 a.m.

Grades 5 & 6 — Sunday, October 5 - 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Grades 7 & 8 — Wednesday, October 8 — 7:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Grades 7 to 10 - September 29 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

If you have any questions please call the Religious Education
Office at 978-957-3113.

Lowell Catholic High School

A Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School, and
accredited by the New England Associon of
Schools and Colleges, Lowell Catholic High
School is the school of choice for those students
and families in Lowell and the Merrimack Valley
who desire a catholic college-preparatory
education of a holistic nature in a small, values-centered
community - an education that encompasses every dimension of
human growth and development - intellectual, spiritual, social,
emotional, and physical. For such students and families, Lowell
Catholic offers a learning culture that nourishes growth in all these
spheres. We offer Honors, Advanced Placement and College-Prep
classes in a values-based, supportive learning environment
focused on educating the whole student. Serving over 20
communities in the Merrimack Valley and Southern NH, LCHS is an
easily accessible campus, nestled in a quiet, residential

neighborhood. Visit us online atiwww.lowelicatholic.org.

Join us for our open houses on Thursday, October 16" from
6:30-8:30pm and Sunday, October 26" from 2:00-4:00 pm. Meet
faculty and staff, current students, tour the campus and sign up for
the High School Placement Test. We look forward to meeting you!

Central Catholic High school

Catholic High School Information Night

Central Catholic High School is hosting the Catholic High School
Information Night on Tuesday, October 7™ from 6:30pm to 8:00pm in
their gymnasium located at 300 Hampshire St, Lawrence, MA.

Visit Central Catholic High School's Open House on Sunday,
October 19, 2008 from 1:00pm to 4:00 pm. Meet faculty,
administrators, students, alumni and coaches. Tour the facility, view
demonstrations and performances, enjoy refreshments. Register for
the upcoming entrance exams.

Central Catholic High School is accredited by the New England
Associon of Schools and Colleges

For further information call us at 978-682-0260 or visit our website at



http://www.lowellcatholic.org
http://www.centralcatholic.net

TWENTY-SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

.

PICNICS and BEGINNINGS. Well, the year has certainly gotten off
to a great start! Both Parish Picnics were successes and the
weather was wonderful. | want to thank everyone who worked so
hard to make sure that everyone had a great time. It amazes me at
the difference in the two picnics. St. Francis, centering on the
Generations of Faith program has an overwhelming amount of
families with some seniors coming. Ste. Marguerite’s is almost all
seniors. There should be a way to put all of us together and have a
picnic that symbolizes young and old as well as the greater Catholic
community of Dracut.

THANKS FOR THE EFFORT. It was unfortunate that the Music
Festival had to be cancelled because of the rainy weather last
weekend, but | still want to extend our gratitude to the committee
that worked so hard to prepare for it. | think it would have been a
great event. Imagine — free music, a nice night out — and food!
What could be better on a Fall night? | hope that we can
reschedule it in the Spring.

CONFIRMATION. Speaking of the Catholic community of Dracut,
the 5pm Sunday liturgy last week at St. Francis was overflowing
with our High School Confirmation students. The Confirmation
Class and Sponsors for St. Francis and the 9™ and 10" Grade
Students and Parents filled the church. It was a great moment. We
are very excited about our new Confirmation Program which will
encourage parents and students to live the Catholic life daily.

A GREAT TRIP TO BROADWAY. Congratulations to Linda
Trouville and her amazing staff and performers who entertained us
last weekend at the St. Francis Parish Show. | enjoyed the show
last year but this year was extra special. The amount of work and
time that the crew puts into this production pays off with the
results. | thank them all for their contribution.

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION. Both parishes are in the midst of
this year's Grand Annual Collection. We are well aware of the
economic challenges that everyone is facing. We are well aware —
because so is the parish. Like yourselves, we are worried how we
will survive financially in the coming year without your support.
Your offering to the Church is a sacrifice and we appreciate
whatever you can do. We will keep you up-to-date on the returns
and hope that we will not have to make serious decisions regarding
spending and cutting expenses. Realistically, our Grand Annual
Collection depends on those who are NOT coming to church,
encouraging them to support the Church so it will be there when
they need it. But, most of all, thank you all for whatever you can
offer. We will try our best to serve you well.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION BEGINS. | want to thank all the
coordinators of our programs for the terrific effort they have given
during the summer to prepare us to begin our Religious Education
Program this week. Val Busby, Karen Mercurio, Paul McNamara
and Roma Fauvel coordinate at Ste. Marguerite with the assistance
of Pauline Montmarquet. Kathy Long, with Dawn Bastien provide a
wonderful direction at St. Francis. And all these people depend so
heavily on the VOLUNTEERS who teach, assist and work in the
background to make the program a success — including PARENTS
who get the children to class on time. Thank you all. May the Lord
Bless this year’s effort.

GENERATION OF FAITH PROGRAM HELP. We want to ask for
volunteers for our next Generations of Faith Program on Sunday,
November 16" from 11-2:30pm. Last year’s initial program was a
HUGE success due in part to the excellent volunteers. Please call
the office or let Val or Karen know that you will help them put the
program together.

Peace, Fr. Bob

Ging Praise [\

Reach Higher Ground....Walk upstairs to the choir loft!

In joining the Ste. Marguerite d’Youville Choir you will experience
fellowship and enrich your Catholicism by your participation and
stewardship while enjoying a wonderful view of the altar!
Remember....singing is praying twice!

Those interested in joining may see Matt Descoteaux before or
after Mass.

Annual Saint Louis Christmas fair

The annual St. Louis School Christmas Fair will
take place on Saturday, November 15" from 9:00am
— 6:00pm in the school center and cafeteria. If you
would like to donate something for one of our raffle
or craft tables or if you would like to volunteer, please call Danielle
Caron at 978-934-9914.

Fall Financial Series
Learn how to stretch your dollars during
tough economic times.

DKCZUVH;LE Join us at D’Youville Senior Care to learn how
you can stretch your dollars by reducing energy
costs, save on consumer products and learn about a variety of
benefits you may be entitled to. Programs are free and will be held
at Bruyere Gardens on the D’Youville Senior Care campus, 975
Varnum Avenue, Lowell MA.
Attend all applicable seminars. Bring a friend or family member
along with you. Call Maggie Martin at (978) 569-1000, ext. 2026 to
R.S.V.P.

Tuesday, October 14, 5:30pm—7:00pm ~ Consumer Savings
Attend this seminar to learn more about how you can become a
more savvy consumer.

Tuesday, October 21, 5:30pm—7:00pm ~ Enerqgy Savings

Hear from experts about simple, effective ways to reduce your
energy costs this winter. Learn about fuel assistance programs and
grants for weatherproofing your home.

Tuesday, October 28, 5:30pm—7:00pm ~ Benefits and Financial
Management

Learn about the benefits and discounts you may be entitled to as a
senior citizen and as a veteran. Find out the best way to handle
your money in tight financial times.

FINANCIALS
AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY $7,702.00
Income received from 9/24/08 to 9/30/08

Offertory Collection $4,834.00
Other Income $ 246.00
TOTAL PARISH INCOME $5,080.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) ($2,622.00)

Collection for Ste. Marguerite’'s Religious Education $1,726.00

The second collection this weekend is for the Haiti flood victims.
The second collection next weekend will be for Parish Monthly
Support.

GRAND ANNUAL COLLECTION
This week you will be receiving information regarding our
Grand Annual Collection.
Our financial situation needs a boost and your sacrificial offering
is needed. God bless you for your continued generosity!
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GIFT OF BREAD AND WINE

We invite parishioners to donate the bread and
wine for consecration at all Masses for a given
week. The person remembered will be listed in
the bulletin on the weekend and will cover all
Masses for that week. Suggested offering for this gift is $50.00.
Please call the Parish Office at 978-957-0322 to schedule this

special memorial

This Weekend — October 4 & 5

Saturday
4:00 p.m. Albert St. Onge
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Frank Chronowski
9:00 a.m. Ruth G. and J. Walter McCann
11:00 a.m. The Chalifoux Family
Weekday Masses
Monday 7:30 a.m. Accurzio Maniscalco
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Deceased members of the
Germain family
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. Thomas W. Bellefeuille
Thursday 7:30 a.m. Lorraine Chandonnet
Friday 7:30 a.m. Omer Mousseau
Saturday 7:30 a.m. In honor of the Blessed Virgin
Next Weekend — October 11 & 12
Saturday
4:00 p.m. Alphonse Larose
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Walter Rondeau
9:00 a.m. Linda Clough
11:00 a.m. Leo Laferriere and Rita Mullin

INFANT/TODDLER/PRESCHOOL PARENTS GROUP

Stay at home moms and dads, come join us for
1% hours one day per week with your young
ones and join in for story times and activities for

the three age groups .

This will take place on Thursday mornings from
9:30 to 11:00 a.m. in the Parish Center. If you are
interested in being part of this program, please fill out this form
and return it to the Parish Office. Sessions will begin October

2, 2008.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

TELEPHONE:

EMAIL:

CHILD(REN'S) NAME(S):

AGE

AGE

AGE




