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DEALING WITH THE BAD SEEDS

The 13th chapter of Matthew's Gospel is stuffed with
parables, each one revealing a little more of the heart of
God. When Jesus says, "The kingdom of heaven is like. .."
He could as easily have said, "God is like..." T h acte'fes
us to listen closely and then ask, "Now, what does this story
say about God and how can | be more like Him?" The
Parable of the Wheat and
patience and mercy with the
every tender shoot a chance to grow straighter and stronger.
That' s a | esson we could al
with more mercy and less judgment, we might grow into
proud stalks of wheat instead of bitter shriveled tares.

GIFT OF BREAD AND WINE

This week (Sunday through Saturday) at all
the Masses, the gift of Bread and Wine is
given in memory of Jordan Patenaude

Please remember her in your prayers.

We invite parishioners to donate the bread and
wine for consecration at all Masses for a given
week. The person remembered will be listed in
the bulletin on the weekend and will cover all
Masses for that week. Suggested offering for
this gift is $50.00. Please call the Parish Office
at 978-957-0322 to schedule this special
memorial.

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

Twelve-hour Adoration will take place on Friday,
August 1, 2008 and every First Friday from 8:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m.. We hope that you will sign up
for a specific time as we must have someone
present at all times and we also hope that many
people will drop by for a visit and a moment of prayer before
the Lord. We are asking that this Adoration moment center
on both a prayer for Vocations and also your own personal
needs. Let us pray for one another.

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK

This Sacrament will be offered every Sunday after the 11:00
a.m. Liturgy. We ask that you come to the front pew and wait
for the priest to finish greeting the people and return to the
sacristy for the Sacred Oils.
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FROM FR. BOB
Religious Education

Dear Parents:

I hope that you and your family are having a restful and
enjoyable summer. | am writing to share with you a concern
that has been increasing in the past few years. In response,
| feel it necessary to clarify some misconceptions about
Confirmation and Religious Education.

&Religious Education in the Parish goes from Grade 1 to
Grade 10. The problem is that many students do not return
to_Religious Education classes after Grade 2, when they
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in Grade 9. The problem is clear because we go from
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30 in the following grades. This is unacceptable. Why?
Because, like school, learning about our faith is cumulative
over the years — one year building on another. | doubt that
the local school system would admit a child into High School
if he/she had missed going to school since the Second
Grade.

| write to encourage you to send your child to Religious
Education classes every year. In fairness and honesty to
those who continue their education through the years, we
want to inform you that any child with no record of attending
class in the years before Grade 9 will not be registered in our
Confirmation program without some evaluation of their
preparedness. Of course, any families that have home
schooled their children will be accepted once an evaluation
of their knowledge is determined.

Parents are responsible for the religious education of their
children. The Church wishes to help you in whatever way we
can in that responsibility which is a challenge today. Your
children grow in their knowledge and relationship with Jesus
Christ through your bringing your children to liturgy each
week, your prayer at home together, your encouragement for
the faith and Church through your own personal lives and
the support of the parish. The Church offers its help and
support. On the other hand, we must respect your right as a
parent if you decide to provide for their religious education
by other means than a parish program.

The three-month Registration Period for this year is coming
to an end. The final date for registration is August 15.
Without a significant reason, no child will be registered after
that date. The coordinators need time to organize class lists,
recruit and train catechists and prepare to offer an effective
program. Call us as soon as possible to register all your
children. We are always ready to address your own
personal needs to provide the best service to you as a
member of the parish. Call us if we can be of help.

Peace,

Fr. Bob



SIXTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

PARISH CLUB NEWS

Ste. Marguerite dobéYou
600 Club Drawing for July 13, 2008

NO. AMT. NAME
51 $1000 Irene Romaniecki
Marie Philippon
703 200 Catherine Urbaniak
71 100 Erin Laurent
637 100 Anita Plamondon
475 100 Maria Gondola
697 100 Robert Anderson
127 100 Paul Bourassa
428 50 Julie Comtois
277 $150 Door Prize Joseph Moreau
50/50 Drawing  $147.00 Joan Harmon

NEXT PANCAKE BREAKFAST AND DRAWING
August 10, 2008
DOOR PRIZE $50.00
Must be present to win door prize.

The Annual Parish Club Lowell Spinners Game
will be held on Monday August 11, 2008.
Tickets are $8.00 and will be available this
Sunday at the Pancake Breakfast and after each
Mass on August 2 & 3 and 9 & 10 2008 or call
Arty Carew at 978-957-4152.

The Annual Parish Picnic will take place on
September 21, 2008 from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. at
the Acacia Club, 247 Sladen St. Dracut, MA

(Valet parking). Tickets are $7.00 if you purchase
in advance or $8.00 at the door. The tickets will be
available at the Pancake Breakfast in July, August
and September or at the Parish Office. To defray
the cost of the Picnic we are selling Gas Card
Raffle Tickets at $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. Prizes
are gas cards valued at $200, $150, $100, $50 and
will be available at the Pancake Breakfast in
August, and September, at the Parish Office and
after Masses during the month of August through
September 14™.

The Annual Turkey Raffle will be held on Saturday
November 15, 2008 at 6:00 P.M.

FINANCIALS
AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY $8,357.00
Income received from 7/08/08 to 7/14/08

Offertory Collection $5,639.00
Other Income $1,192.00
TOTAL PARISH INCOME $6,831.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) ($1,526.00)
Black & Native Americans $1,519.00

The second collection this weekend is the monthly Parish
Support Collection. Next weekend the second collection will
be the annual collection for the Church in Central and
Eastern Europe.

Youth Ministry News

Youth Ministry will meet on July 21* as we will be boarding
the High School Harbor Cruise on the 28". Teens interested
need to call Roma Fauvel at 978-957-3113 soon.

Bake Sale
SATURDAY JULY 26, 2008

PARISH CENTER ROOM 101
8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

ASKING FOR DONATIONS
Please help us by baking something for the Bake Sale
Items may be dropped off throughout the day

YARD SALE
PARISH CENTER GROUNDS
30 Goodhue Ave.

8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

YARD SALE TABLES ONLY $5.00.
You bring your saleables, we supply
the table and great location
(Yard Sale items MUST be entirely removed by 3pm)

Get your friends together and join us.
For more information contact Roma Fauvel at 978-957-3113

ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME - TYNGSBORO

The Academy of Notre Dame, a private Catholic co-
educational elementary school and an all-girls college
preparatory high school, sponsored by the Sisters of Notre
Dame de Namur, located in Tyngsboro, Massachusetts is
currently accepting applications for limited openings in the
following grades:

Elementary School
Grades: K1, 1, 2, and 4
Middle School

Grades: 6, 7 and 8
(High School Preparatory Middle School)

High School

Grades: 9, 10 and 11
(All Girl College Preparatory High School)

For more information, please contact: Barbara Aldrich-
Clougherty, Director of Admissions at (978) 649-7611 x327
or visit the Academy's website at www.ndatyngsboro.org.

You can play BINGO in a SMOKE-FREE environment every
Tuesday in the Parish Hall beginning at 6:45 p.m. Doors open at
3:00 p.m. and delicious homemade food is available between 5:00
and 7:00 p.m.


http://www.ndatyngsboro.org/
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This Weekend i July 19 & 20

Saturday
4:00 p.m. Michael Taylor, Sr.
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Deceased Members of the Pepin Family
9:00 a.m. Diane Buote
11:00 a.m. Margaret J. Golden (1% Ann.)

Weekday Masses

Monday 7:30 a.m. Laura Ricard

Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Elaine Salvas
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. Karl Griffin

Thursday 7:30 a.m. Thanksgiving to St. Jude
Friday 7:30 a.m. Frank J. Chronowski
Saturday 7:30 a.m. Adrien & Anna Paquette

Next Weekend i July 26 & 27

Saturday
4:00 p.m. Rev. Oliver Renaud, O.M.I. (1% Ann.)
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Raymond Bursey
9:00 a.m. Pauline Lemoine
11:00 a.m. Gerard Clermont (2nd Ann.)
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ARCHDIOCESAN BICENTENNIAL
LOCAL CELEBRATION

As most are aware, the Archdiocese of Boston celebrates its
Bicentennial in 2008. Each Vicariate of the Archdiocese will
be observing its own formal recognition of this important
milestone in our history in its own particular way.

Vicariate IlI, which includes our parish, will celebrate and
observe the Bicentennial on Sunday, September 14, 2008 at

2:00 p.m.
Our cel ebration wi || be hel d at our “mot her” church, {
Patrick’”s in Lowell. We wi | | begin with a presentation

religious history followed by Solemn Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament with 15 minutes of silent adoration.
Refreshments will follow.

We encourage all as a parish family to celebrate and support
this memorable celebration of our history as we Journey
Together in Christ.

“ making a generous donation to our St. Vincent
de) de Paul Soci ety by using t he “Poor Boxes”
V’

located at the church entrances.

% Help those of our parish who are in need by



