STE. MARGUERITE D'"YOUVILLE PARISH

DRACUT

ASHAMED, WHO ME?

If asked, most of us would state
emphatically that we are proud of our
Christian faith. We see ourselves as willing
witnesses, openly declaring Christ’'s gospel in our words, our
works, our lives.

But are we really that open with our faith? When the
opportunity arises in conversation to speak God’s view on
morals or modern culture do we speak for Him or avoid the
possible conflict? When we see someone unjustly treated
do we step up and act in their defense or quietly pray for
God to “do something”? When defending our own morals or
facing temptation, do we declare God’s law as the basis for
our stand, or hide behind the politically correct, socially
acceptable reasons?

Jesus tells us “Everyone who acknowledges me before
others | will acknowledge before my heavenly Father.” It's
important that we speak for Him and of Him whenever
possible. It's up to us. Will we acknowledge Him today, or
will we be ashamed?

Have no fear.

f FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST
i TUESDAY, JUNE 24, 2008
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John’s baptism was distinctive, Ezekiel promised that at the
dawn of the new age, the God of Israel would purify His
people from their defilement with clear water and give them
a new heart and a new spirit—His own spirit. On the feast
day celebrating St John the Baptist may we seek to live each
day true to our own Baptism, with a new heart and in new
spirit given us in Christ Jesus.

ARISE: Together in Christ

Cardinal Sean O’Malley has invited all parishes in the
Archdiocese of Boston to participate in a spiritual renewal
program called ARISE: Together in Christ. Our parish is in
the beginning stages and would welcome your support. If
you would like to be part of this program, please contact
Roma Fauvel at 978-957-3113.

PLANNING YOUR WEDDING?

The Archdiocese of Boston requires that all engaged
couples attend a Marriage Preparation Program before they
can be married in the Church. Our fall program will take
place from 12:00 to 4:00 p.m. on the Sundays of October
19", 26", November 2" and 9". If you have any questions
or would like to register, please contact Carol and Dominic at
978-957-3798 or email to boudreaud@comcast.net.
Register early as we have limited enroliment.
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Help those of our parish who are in need by
making a generous donation to our St. Vincent
de Paul Society by using the “Poor Boxes”
located at the church entrances.
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Together
in Ministry
People Working Together

In Service to God,
to His Church, and to His People

Todayods Gospel t el Ibe at
struggle to live and share the Good News.
The disciples of today might be ridiculed,
ignored or attacked, but none of that really
matters. We are disciples who are highly
valued by God and who love Jesus, our
Savior.

There are many ways to spread the Good
News in our parish. Through our Together in
Ministry program you have  many
opportunities to spread the Good News
through service to God, to His Church and to
His People. Two important Ministries are:
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PRAYER LINE

The prayer line has been in existence since
January 1999. We have taken thousands of
requests and have received countless
prayers of thanksgiving. We would like to
thank those who pray with us, however more
faithful servants are needed to join us, so
that we may be able to keep the prayer line
strong. If you believe in the power of prayer,
and pray regularly, we need you! If you are
able to join us, please contact the Parish
Office at 978-957-0322.
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BEREAVEMENT MINISTRY

The Bereavement Luncheon is a very
rewarding ministry. You are helping a
parishioner by cooking, baking or working at
the luncheon.

The families of the deceased appreciate the
convenience, hospitality and delicious food.
Some of the relatives are now cooking for us.
This shows that this ministry is appreciated
and successful. Any help you can give
would be greatly appreciated. For more
information please call Ann Casey at 978-
957-0322.
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TWELFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

From Fr. Bob:

ALTAR SERVER OUTING

This week, our Altar Servers are being treated to a day at
Canobie Lake Park, a small gesture of gratitude for their
ministry to the parish over this past year. We want to thank
all the servers. During the summer months, it is really
important to volunteer to serve when you get to church. |
encourage parents to continue to bring your children to
church during the summer. As someone once told me, “God
doesn’t take a vacation from us!”

JOINT PARISH MEETING

This past Tuesday evening, we held a Joint Parish Meeting
of the Staffs, PPCs, FinCom and Development Committees
of both Ste. Marguerite and St. Francis Parish. The purpose
of the meeting was two-fold: first, to give those present an
opportunity to share how the “one pastor/two parishes”
concept went this past year. It is a new venture for us all.
The overall response was very positive. There is concern
about “presence” of Fr. Bob and Fr. Chris working between
the two parishes, but the flow of the parish organization and
programs went very smoothly. | would emphasize strongly
that it is because of the excellent work of the Staffs of each
parish that made that happen. Second, | was able to share
with the group that balancing between the two parishes is
not easy and can be a bit overextending of all the priests.
We need to work on a model that will help us to serve the
people of Dracut the best we can.

The Pastoral Planning of the Archdiocese calls for a lot of
dialogue and discussion among “collaborative” parishes as
we near a time when there will be less priests serving in an
area. Right now, our collaborative consists of five parishes
with six priests. This “above the river” group will not have
that many priests within about five years and it is important
that we all work together to devise the best way in which to
serve the “community of faith” in the area and not just each
individual parish. That will take some time, discussion and
resolution. Cardinal Sean has indicated that he wants a
priest in each parish as pastor; that in itself with only about
250 priests estimated by 2015 will necessitate looking at the
whole area.

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM INTERACTION

Starting this Fall, the Confirmation Program for 9" and 10"
Graders will be a collaboration between St. Francis and Ste.
Marguerite Parishes. There will be three parts: the first is
the education piece for each grade that will entail two
classes that will take place in the respective parishes; then
the class will gather for two Sunday evenings at St. Francis
for the 5:00 p.m. Liturgy followed by a “Spirituality” night and
then “Social” night. This program will continue throughout the
year. Our GOAL is to serve the Catholic Youth of Dracut as
effectively as possible. Most of the students attend DHS,
know each other, and will have the opportunity to gather as
“Catholic youth.” Lots more information will be coming out,
but we are excited about this joint venture.

Fr. Bob continued next column

TOWN MEETING UPDATE

Last Saturday, we held an update meeting on the five
committees formed at the February meeting to enliven the
Parish. The Welcoming Committee has prepared a brochure
for both Real Estate Offices and our Office when people
register; the Communications Committee continues to plan
to use the Dracut Cable to spread our message; the Ministry
Fair Committee has been including special bulletin
announcements each week stressing the Scripture base of
our volunteering and helping to spread the Good News of
Jesus Christ in our parish; the Pastoral Care and Outreach
Committee is honing down some valuable ways to touch
those who are not attending Church as well as the bereaved,
homebound and new parents. The Generations of Faith
Committee shared the excellent program we held and all
agreed that we would repeat this effort more than once this
coming year.

The critical issue that continues to face us is finances. We
have seen a significant drop in funding over the past few
months and our resources are fast depleting. We move into
the new fiscal year this July with a very serious problem of
funding. The Finance Committee has prepared a budget
that reflects this loss, but if it continues to decrease, some
drastic measures will take place. We need you to
encourage your family and neighbors to return to Church, or
at least — to support it in some way. We cannot survive
without funding. Those of you who attend Church regularly |
know are doing the best you can — and | am grateful.
However, if we cannot find new sources of income we will
face problems. This reality should be of no surprise to those
attending regularly. | have been consistently noting it and
the bulletin weekly report shows it.

SUMMER

School has ended, summer is here and | want to personally
wish each and every one a restful and safe summer. Don't
forget Church — and don’t forget OUR Church in terms of
support. Have a great Summer!!!
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Py nniversary

We offer our congratulations and pray for continued
blessings for two couples of our parish who are celebrating
their 50" wedding anniversary:

Mr. & Mrs. Brendon Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Neville
FINANCIALS
AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY $8,357.00
Income received from 6/10/08 to 6/16/08

Offertory Collection $4,278.00

Other Income $708.00

TOTAL PARISH INCOME $4,986.00
WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) ($3,371.00)
St. Vincent de Paul Collection $3,308.00

This weekend the second collection will be the monthly
collection for Parish Support.
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A5 TNTENTIONS
A&
This Weekend i June 21 & June 22
Saturday
4:00 p.m. Elizabeth Fauvel
Sunday
7:30 am. Mrs. Marcelle Painchaud
9:00 a.m. Albert St. Onge
11:00 a.m. Patricia Waterworth (1St Ann.)
Weekday Masses
Monday 7:30 a.m. Raymond Bursey
Tuesday 7:30 a.m. Margaret Pearl
Wednesday 7:30 a.m. Arel Family
Thursday 7:30 a.m. Ferdinando Loffredo
Friday 7:30 a.m. Lorraine Chandonnet
Saturday 7:30 a.m. Robert Rondeau
Next Weekend i June 28 & June 29
Saturday
4:00 p.m. M/M Hervey Ste. Marie (Ann.)
Sunday
7:30 a.m. Arthur Langlois
9:00 a.m. Albert St. Onge
11:00 a.m. Alphonse & Grace Thibeault
SUNDAY TV MASS

On Sunday, August 3" we have been invited to celebrate the
TV Mass on Channel 7. | would like to get a group coming
from both parishes — about 20 people. We have to leave a
little before 6:00 a.m. because the Liturgy begins at 7:00 a.m.
now. BUT... we will stop for brunch and breakfast on the way
home. This is wonderful experience. Please call the offices
at either parish to sign up for you and your family. Thank
you. Fr. Bob.

PROUD 2B CATHOLIC FAMILY EVENT

On Saturday, August 9, at the Marist House in Framingham,
one of the most exciting events of the summer takes place —
and we want to invite you to be there. Proud 2B Catholic is
collaborating with the Archdiocese to celebrate Family and
Youth for the Bicentennial. This is the day. It is a day of
Christian Rock, Adoration, Prayer, Children events,
Discussion, and meeting other great Catholic families like
yourselves. We are going to have a bus going down for the
afternoon and staying through the Liturgy to be celebrated by
Cardinal Sean. We hope that young adults and families will
join us. Please call Roma Fauvel at 978-957-3113 no later
than July 19" to sign up. The cost is $15/person and the
parish will subsidize $5 — so it is only $10 for a great day!
Children under 12 are admitted free. Plan now to come with
us. Food will be available at cost from vendors or bring your
own.

BINGO

You can play BINGO in a SMOKE-FREE environment every
Tuesday in the Parish Hall beginning at 6:45 p.m. Doors
open at 3:00 p.m. and delicious homemade food is available
between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m.




