
STE. MARGUERITE D'YOUVILLE PARISH DRACUT 
 

CALLED TO THE DESERT 
 

Satan tempted even Christ, so why should we 
expect to be spared?  So often we whine 
about the “hard choices” in life, as if someone 

had promised us that righteousness would always feel good, 
be easy.  A quick review of scripture will certainly remind us 
that walking the Christian life is tough, demanding, 
occasionally excruciating. It wasn‟t a pleasure cruise Jesus 
set out on when he went to the desert to pray.  He knew the 
battles ahead would demand much of him, and he went to 
prepare.  
It‟s an example we would do well to follow. Instead of sitting 
in our comfortable chairs bemoaning the trials of everyday 
life over coffee and cookies, let‟s find a rocky, barren place 
with no distractions.  Make a hollow in the busy schedule of 
your life, where you can call out to God and learn to resist 
the devil in all his forms.  Come out to the desert, God is 
waiting there with strength and hope for you.   
 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
 

We will pray the Stations of the Cross at 7:00 p.m. every 
Friday during Lent. 
 

WORLD DAY OF THE SICK 
 

Monday, February 11, 2008 we celebrate World 
Day of the Sick.  Sunday, February 10

th
 will 

serve as a focal point for the whole parish to 
reflect on the healing power of the Sacrament 

of the Sick.  Anointing of the Sick will take place at all 
Masses THIS weekend.  Please do not look upon this 
Sacrament as the “Last Rites” but as a powerful instrument 
in God‟s healing presence.  Please avail yourself of this gift. 
 

TELL THEM THEY ARE NOT ALONE 
 

Surrounded by nurses and practitioners, orderlies and 
specialists, a sick bed can still be one of the loneliest places 
on earth. On this day dedicated to prayer for the sick and 
suffering, put your prayers into positive action and visit those 
parish members who are hospitalized or homebound.  A few 
minutes of your time in person, or on the phone, can bring a 
healing, human touch to the hearts of those isolated by 
illness.  Go out and bring a message of friendship and 
comfort to Jesus‟ suffering brothers and sisters.  As you 
have done to the least of these, you have done also to me.  
 
 

WORLD MARRIAGE DAY 
 

On the second Sunday of February the Church 
celebrates World Marriage Day.  This weekend 
we pray for all our married couples and for all 

engaged couples as they plan their marriage. 
“Father, on this World Marriage day we thank you for your 
tremendous gift of the Sacrament of Matrimony.  Help us to 
witness to its glory by a life of growing intimacy.  Teach us 
the beauty of forgiveness so we may become more and 
more one in heart, mind and body.  Strengthen our dialogue 
and help us become living signs of your love.  Make us grow 
in love with our Church so that we may renew the Body of 
Christ.  Make us a sign of unity in the name of Jesus, our 
Lord and brother.   Amen.”            Fr. Bill Dilgen, A. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LENT ON THE JOURNEY TOGETHER IN CHRIST.  
 

 A Lenten Retreat Moment  
 

There will be three evenings of prayer and reflection on 
February 25-26-27 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Francis Parish.  The 
retreat will be repeated the following week at Ste. Marguerite 
d‟Youville Parish on March 3, 4 & 5.  This gives you two 
opportunities to spend a few minutes with the Lord during 
Lent.  We will be sharing more information on these 
evenings which will help us to delve deeper into our 
relationship with the Lord.  Plan now on being with us.   

 

DAYS OF PRAYER FOR EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS 

TO THE SICK AND HOMEBOUND 
 

In collaboration with the Office of Parish Outreach Ministries, 
the Office for Worship and Spiritual Life offers mornings and 
afternoons of prayer for Pastoral Ministers and Ministers of 
Communion to the Sick.  The Day of Prayer consists of a 
conference, common prayer, periods of quiet prayer and 
time for fellowship.  The Day of Prayer for this area will take 
place at St. Francis Parish on February 16, 2008 from 9:30 
a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Please register no later than Monday by 
calling Joan Vinal at 978-452-6611. 
 

FINANCIALS 
 
 

AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY $8,357.00 
 

Income received from 1/29/08 to 2/4/08 
 

Offertory Collection $5,451.00 
Monthly Parish Support $2,785.00 
Other Income  $2,536.00 

 

TOTAL PARISH INCOME              $10,772.00 
 

WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT)          $   2,415.00 
 

Lawrence Fire Victims               $      513.00 
 

Grand Annual (to date)                $ 45,761.00 

 
The second collection this weekend is the annual collection 
for the Holy Father. 

 
 

LENTEN REGULATIONS 
 

The following fasting and abstinence regulations 
are observed. 
 

Abstinence from meat is observed on Ash 
Wednesday, Good Friday, and all the Fridays of 
Lent by all Catholics 14 years of age and older. 
Fasting is observed on Ash Wednesday and Good 
Friday by all Catholics who are 18 years of age but 
not yet 59 years of age.  Those bound by this rule 
may take only one full meal.  Two smaller meals are 
permitted as necessary to maintain strength 
according to one's needs, but eating solid foods 
between meals is not permitted. 
 



FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 
 

FROM THE PASTOR 
 

A WORKSHOP REPORT 
 

Last Saturday, 48 parishioners came together for our 
workshop.  We were pleased that there were 25 people 
present who did not attend last year.  The five-hour session 
was very productive and positive.  Lots more information will 
be publicized shortly, but I wanted to let you know that there 
is great hope and enthusiasm in the parish to keep it growing 
and to dispel the apathy and malaise that may be present.  
These people want to see a vibrant community that supports 
and prays together well.  It is wonderful to hear it.  Over the 
coming few months, five committees will be formed to 
address the following concerns: Pastoral Care Committee to 
address the needs of the homebound, sick and also to do 
some pro-active outreach to families of newly baptized 
children, recently married and those who have suffered a 
loss; Ministry Fair – reaching out and seeking new 
volunteers for the many services and programs we are 
offering; Welcoming Committee – not only to those coming 
into the parish, but doing some work to “welcome back” 
those who have left.; Communication Committee hoping to 
improve our parish communication so that people know what 
is going on, using the local cable access station; and a 
Generations of Faith Evening Event that will invite families 
from the School and from Religious Education to gather 
together for a short evening of dinner, learning, dialog and 
spiritual growth.  I want to thank everyone who attended the 
day and thank you for your support.   
 

Fr. Bob 

 
600 CLUB DRAWING THIS SUNDAY 

 

Ste. Marguerite d‟Youville 600 Club Drawing for February 
will take place this Sunday, February 10, 2008 at 9:00 a.m.  
Please join us in Ste. Marguerite Church Hall for a pancake 
breakfast from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.  Door prize for this 
drawing is $50.00.  You must be present to win door prize. 

 
 

You can play BINGO in a SMOKE-FREE environment every 
Tuesday in the Parish Hall beginning at 6:45 p.m.  Doors 
open at 3:00 p.m. and delicious homemade food is available 
between 5:00 and 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
PAPER RECYCLING 

 

Support your parish Religious Education Program by 
recycling your newspapers, catalogs and flyers (NO PHONE 
BOOKS or CARDBOARD).  Place these in the large green 
and yellow paper recycling bin located in the parking lot 
behind the church. 
 

ANNUAL CALENDAR RAFFLE 
 

Tickets are now available for the Annual Religious Education 
Program Calendar Raffle.  The raffle takes place each day in 
March and you have 30 chances of winning a prize.  You 
may also win more than once in a month as your ticket is 
returned to the raffle after you win.  If you did not receive 
tickets in the mail or if you need more, they may be picked 
up during class times or at the Parish Office Monday through 
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  All proceeds benefit our 
Religious Education Program. 
 

At this time of the year many people are struggling 
with heating bills, finding enough money to feed their 
families or to pay medical bills.  Help those of our 
parish who are in need by making a generous 

donation to the St. Vincent de Paul Society using the Poor 
Boxes located at the church entrances.  SVDP bins for your 
clothing donations are located in the parking lot behind the 
Parish Center. 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

We are presently accepting Mass intentions for the 
remainder of this year.  There are still many Masses without 
intentions through December of this year.  Now would be the 
time to schedule a Mass for your deceased loved ones.  
Please call the Parish Office at 978-957-0322 to schedule a 
Mass. 
 

ST. LOUIS SCHOOL MEMORIAL GIFT PROGRAM 
 

Donations to the Memorial Gift Program of St. Louis School are 
wonderful extensions of your love and concern when you want to 
remember a friend or loved one. Contributing to these various funds 
provides satisfaction in knowing that you are helping shape the 
educational and moral future of our school children.  Gifts can be 
made in times of bereavement as a perpetual remembrance, for 
birthdays, anniversaries, graduation, illness or thinking of you.  
These donations are often given in lieu of other gifts or flowers.  
Families of those honored will be notified and will be remembered 
in our prayers and newsletter.  The amount of your gift is never 
disclosed.  If you have any questions or concern, please call the 
school at 978-458-7594. 
 

ACADEMY OF NOTRE DAME  
 

THIRD ANNUAL LAS VEGAS NIGHT 
 

Come to the Academy of Notre Dame‟s Third Annual Las Vegas 
Night on Friday, February 29, 2008 from 7:00 – 11:00 p.m. at Long 
Meadow Golf Club in Lowell.  Tickets are $10 per person.  The 
evening will feature: Blackjack, Beat the Dealer, Roulette, and 
Texas Hold „Em!!!  Open to the Public.  No one under 18 years 
of age will be admitted.  Call the NDA Office of Institutional 
Advancement at 978-649-7611, ext. 321 for more information or to 
reserve your tickets.  All proceeds benefit the Academy of Notre 
Dame. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

No matter who you are 
No matter what you do 

No matter where you come from 
No matter where you are going 

No matter how good or  
how bad things may seem 

Please know that you are always welcome at  
Ste. Marguerite dôYouville Parish 

 



FEBRUARY 10, 2008 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 
 

This Weekend ï February 9 & 10 
 

Saturday 
 

4:00 p.m. M/M Philip Tellier & Family (Deceased) 
    7:00 p.m. Normand Philippon 
 

Sunday 
 

    7:30 a.m. Shawn David Nutter (3
rd

 Ann.) 
    9:00 a.m. Henry Moisan (Deceased - 100

th
  Birthday) 

  11:00 a.m. Omer Mousseau 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

Monday  7:30 a.m. Celestine V. Rancourt 
Tuesday  7:30 a.m.  Souls in Purgatory 
Wednesday 7:30 a.m.      M/M Louis Therriault & Family 
    (Deceased) 
Thursday 7:30 a.m.      Donna Whitehead (14

th
 Ann.) 

Friday   7:30 a.m.      Parish Intention 
Saturday 7:30 a.m.     Christopher Vieira 
  

Next Weekend ï February 16 & 17 
 

Saturday 
 

4:00 p.m. Manuel & Maria Vieira 
    7:00 p.m. David Capra (17

th
 Ann.) 

 

Sunday 
 

    7:30 a.m. Maurice Chateauneuf (11
th
 Ann.) 

    9:00 a.m. Florence Berard 
  11:00 a.m. Edwin Mason (6

th
 Ann.) 

 

 
YOUR PARISH COUNCIL AND FINANCE COMMITTEE 

 

In an attempt to facilitate communication in our parish, the 
members of these two committees are at your service and 
are willing to receive your concerns.  Please do not assume 
that they can answer your question, but they are willing to 
listen and bring it to the next meeting. 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
 

Deacon Gerard Hardy  deac96@comcast.net  
Deacon Everett Penney  e.penney@comcast.net 
Paul Bergeron   978-453-2020 
Christine Carignan  978-453-3385 
Daniel Dery   978-454-7223 
Joshua Dery   firestata16@hotmail.com 
Roma Fauvel   978-957-6486 
John McGann   978-957-1429 
Rita Moore   978-459-8464 
Joanne M. Murphy  978-957-4558 
Judie Plourde   978-957-6924 
 

Finance Committee 
 

Kathleen Patenaude  978-957-0538 (Chair) 
Robert Audet   978-957-3112 
Roland N. Toupin   978-957-1733 
Lauren Dery   978-454-7223 

Tom Waterworth  978-957-0664 
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