
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 
 

Awake, arise and shine! 
     It’s easy to walk through life in a sort of 
sleepy lull, waiting for the next event with one 
eye open, one closed. We don’t do any harm, 
but then we don’t accomplish much that’s 
good either. We just make do.     But making 

do, just won’t do. This first Sunday of Advent we are called 
to “Stay Awake!”  We must seek out with our whole heart 
what will keep us awake, alert, and prepared. Shake off that 
easy slumber and get your house, your heart ready for 
Jesus’ arrival. There is so much to do every day for God’s 
kingdom! Awake, arise and shine! 
 

“God wishes us to use the world and the blessings around 
us for our good, but if we allow these things to draw us aside 
and to allure and stupefy us, we will suffer great spiritual 
loss.”                                      S. Singh 
 

 

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and come, that by 
thy protection we may be rescued from the 
dangers that beset us through our sins; and be 
a Redeemer to deliver us; Who livest and 
reignest with God the Father in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 
 

 
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

Adoration will take place on Friday, December 5,, 
2008 and every First Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 
p.m. We hope that you will sign up for a specific 
time as we must have someone present at all times 
and we also hope that many people will drop by for 

a visit and a moment of prayer before the Lord. We are asking 
that this Adoration moment center on both a prayer for 
Vocations and also your own personal needs. Let us pray for 
one another. 
 

An Advent Moment of Prayer 
Together 

 

Ste. Marguerite DõYouville Parish 
and St. Francis Parish 

 

Prepare the Way of the Lord 
Encountering Jesus 

 

Encountering Jesus in Community Worship:   
Sunday, December 14th, 5pm Mass @ St. Francis Parish 

 

Encountering Jesus in Community Reconciliation:   
Monday, December 15th, 7pm @ Ste. Marguerite DõYouville 

Parish 
 

Encountering Jesus in Community Prayer:   
Tuesday, December 16th, 7pm @ St. Francis 

Prayer, Adoration and Benediction, followed by refreshments 

All are welcome!  

GIVING TREE 
 

This weekend, you will find a Christmas tree 
decorated with gift tags at the front of the church.  
You are asked to pick a tag (or two) buy the gift 
listed on the tag(s), wrap it and attach the tag to 
the gift.  Place the gift under the tree as soon as 

possible but no later than Sunday, December 14, 2008.  This 
will provide gifts to the children of our parish and school who 
would otherwise not receive any.  Please help to make this a 
Merry Christmas for these families. 
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
 

The envelope for Christmas flowers which is in 
your packet should be placed in the offertory 
collection as soon as possible so that the 
memorial names are received in time to be 
placed in the Christmas bulletin.  There is no 

second collection for this envelope. If you do not receive weekly 
envelopes, Christmas flower envelopes are available at the rear 
of the church. 
 

At this time of the year many people are struggling 
with heating bills, finding enough money to feed 
their families or to pay medical bills.  Help those of 
our parish who are in need by making a generous 
donation to the St. Vincent de Paul Society using 

the Poor Boxes located at the church entrances.  SVDP bins for 
your clothing donations are located in the parking lot behind the 
Parish Center. 
 

Please note: The St. Vincent de Paul food pantry will be open 
on Saturday October 25

th
 from 9:30 to 11:30am in the Parish 

Center. 
 

 

TRIM-A-TREE PARTY 
 

Fr. Bob, Fr. Chris and Fr. Lyons are hosting 
an Open House and Trim-a-Tree Party at 
their residence, 115 Wheeler Road in Dracut, 
from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, December 

21, 2008.  They hope that you will allow them to share the 
hospitality that they receive from you and drop by for a bit.  
Bringing an ornament to decorate the tree is optional.  We are 
much more hoping to share a few moments with you. 
 

Ste. Marguerite dõYouville Parish 

Childrenõs Christmas Party 
 

Sunday, December, 7, 2008 
1:30pm to 4:00pm 

 

Visit with Santa from 2:00 to 3:00pm 
 

Children, infants through age 7, are invited to this annual festivity.  
There will be games, prizes, goodies and a visit from Santa as well 
as pictures with Santa. If you plan on bringing your child(ren), 
please fill out the form below and return it to the Parish Office (or 
place in Offertory Collection) no later than Sunday, November 30th.  
Children must be registered and present to receive a gift.  No 
phone registrations will be accepted. 
 
ParentôsName_____________________Phone:____________ 
 
Childôs Name_________________________Age_____Boy  Girl 
 
Childôs Name_________________________Age_____Boy  Girl 

 
Childôs Name__________________________Age_____Boy  Girl 

 



FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

I Will Not Forsake You 
An Advent Examination of Conscience 
 

There are many different ways we can experience Jesus as God with 
us during this season of Advent.  We can take time to sit before a 
manger and quietly ponder the night when He came to earth.  We can 
find His presence in the blessings of family and friends.  We can attend 

Mass more frequently and receive Him in the Eucharist with greater 
faith. 
So many opportunities exist for us to slow down and let Jesus’ 
presence fill our hearts.  But one of the most powerful ways we can 
encounter the Lord is through the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  There, 
as we acknowledge our sins and weaknesses, we come in touch with a 
love that never fails, a love that always forgives and restores.  Even 
when we think God could not possibly forgive us, he surprises us – not 
only with words of pardon but with arms open wide. 
The following examination of conscience is intended to help you 
prepare for Confession this Advent.  As you work through these 
questions, ask the Holy Spirit to show you the things he wants to heal 
and forgive.  Ask the Spirit to give you the desire to turn from sin so that 
you can know more fully that Jesus is with you always. 
 

Love God with your whole heart, soul, and mind 
 

Do I recognize God’s authority over my life?  To what extent do I follow 
my own agenda and just fit God in when it’s convenient?  Is my life 
controlled by my own ambitions or desires to the exclusion of God’s 
commandments? 
\ 

Do I set aside the Sabbath as a time to worship the Lord and rest in his 
presence? 
 

Do I reverence the name of God in my speech? 
 

Love Your Neighbor As Yourself 
 

Have I broken down any relationships with members of my family, close 
relatives, coworkers, or neighbors?  How much do my words and 
actions reflect honor and respect for other people? 
 

Am I growing in concern for the poor, less fortunate, sick, and 
suffering?  Is my concern translating into action, especially in the call to 
foster justice according to the love and compassion of Christ? 
 

Do I allow myself to be controlled by moods?  Do I give in to thoughts 
of anger, bitterness, or resentment? 
Are there people who have hurt or offended me whom I need to 
forgive?  Have I damaged anyone’s reputation or dignity through gossip 
or lies? 
 

Do I honor my parents by showing them proper respect?  Have I been 
cynical or disrespectful to legitimate authority? 
 

Do I give my mind over to lustful thoughts?  Are there instances of 

impurity for which I need to ask God’s forgiveness? 
 

Have I been truthful in my words as well as in my actions?  Am I honest 
in my business dealings? 
 

Have I abused my body through the misuse of drugs, alcohol, or food? 
 

Have I participated in the occult in any way? 
 

Are there any other areas in which the Holy Spirit is leading me toward 

repentance – past sins forgotten or deliberately covered over, troubling 
hurts that need healing, special areas of difficulty that I see? 
 

Printed With Permission 
The Word Among Us ï Advent 2004 
 

FINANCIALS 
 

AMOUNT NEEDED WEEKLY         $7,702.00 
 

Income received from 11/18/08 to 11/25/08 
 

Offertory Collection  $  4,431.00 
Other Income   $   1,948.00 

TOTAL PARISH INCOME $  6,379.00 
 

WEEKLY GAIN or (DEFICIT) ($  1,323.00) 
 

             Grand Annual Collection to date $37,349.00 
 

There is no second collection this weekend or next weekend.  

 

Ste. Marguerite dôYouville Parish 

        1340 Lakeview Avenue 

            Dracut, MA 01826 

                (978)957-0322 

  Rev. Robert L. Connors, Pastor 
 

 
 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
 Rev. Christopher J. Casey 
 

SENIOR PRIEST IN RESIDENCE 
 Rev. James D. Lyons 
 

ASSISTING CLERGY 
 Rev. Leo Cormier 
 Rev. Normand Fillion, O.M.I. 
 

PERMANENT DEACONS 
 Deacon Everett J. Penney, Jr. 
 

PASTORAL ASSOCIATES 
 Mrs. Joan Donnelly 
 Mr. Paul Duquette 
 Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. – 8:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION ------ 978-957-3113 
 Secretary – Pauline Montmarquet 
 Office Hours: Mon to Fri – 9:00 am to 2:00 pm 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY 
 Roma Fauvel 
 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
 Mrs. Joanne Laurent 
 Office Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 

ST. LOUIS SCHOOL ------ 978-458-7594 
 Ms. Kristyna Dumais, Principal 
 

CONTACT US: 
 Parish Office:   978-957-0322 
 1340 Lakeview Avenue, Dracut, MA 01826  
 Parish Hall:       978-957-9861 
 
 Email: stmar@comcast.net   
 Web Page: www.stmar.org 
 

MASS SCHEDULE 
 Daily Mass - Mon. to Sat. - 7:30 am 
 Saturday: 4:00 pm and 7:00 pm 
 Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am and 11:00 am 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday – 3:10 to 3:40 pm or by appointment. 
 

BAPTISM 
Please call the Parish Office to register for Baptism.  
Baptism instruction is the first Wednesday of the month.  
Baptisms are scheduled at 12:30 p.m. on the second 
Sunday of the month. 

 

MARRIAGE 
Arrangements must be made at least six months in 
advance.  Please contact the Parish Office. 

 

R.C.I.A. 
This program is for those wishing to join the Church. If you 
are interested in becoming a Catholic, please call the 
Parish Office for information on our Initiation Program. 
 

 

PRAYER LINE 
If you would like to place someone on our Prayer Line 
please call the Parish Office.  All calls are confidential. 

 

 

mailto:stmar@comcast.net
http://www.stmar.org/


NOVEMBER 30, 2008 
 

GIFT OF BREAD AND WINE 
 

This week, at all Masses, the gift of Bread 
and Wine is given in memory of The 
Dauphinais Family. Please remember them 
in your prayers. 

 
 

 
 

This Weekend ï November 29 & 30 
 

Saturday 

    4:00 p.m. George Gagne 
 

Sunday 
 

    7:30 a.m. Donald Gagnon 
    9:00 a.m. Gerard Proulx (3

rd
 Ann.) 

  11:00 a.m. Gerry Larose 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

Monday  7:30 a.m.    Leo C. McManus (37
th
 Ann.) 

Tuesday 7:30 a.m.    Donna Whiteside  
                                          and Frances Drouin 
Wednesday 7:30 a.m.    Gertrude Belanger 
Thursday 7:30 a.m.    James Murphy (2

nd
 Ann.) 

Friday   7:30 a.m.    Charles Gardner 
Saturday 7:30 a.m.    Shirley F. Marchand 
 

Next Weekend ï December 6 & 7 
 

Saturday 
 

4:00 p.m. Edward Fauvel 
 

Sunday 
 

    7:30 a.m. Donald Gagnon 
    9:00 a.m. Emilie Ferron 
  11:00 a.m. Paul R. Chalifoux 

 
DONATING THE GIFT OF BREAD AND WINE 

 

We invite parishioners to donate the bread and wine for 
consecration at all Masses for a given week.  The person 
remembered will be listed in the bulletin on the weekend and will 
be remembered at all Masses for that week. Suggested offering 
for this gift is $50.00.  Please call the Parish Office at 978-957-
0322 to schedule this special memorial. 

 
 

COMING SOON 
ELECTRONIC GIVING 

By: NetCharge 
(Online giving made fast and easy) 

 

We are pleased to announce a new online giving option for our 
parish.  This option will be available as of December 1, 2008.  
Many have been inquiring about this type of giving choice to help 
them better manage their personal finances.  For those who wish 
we will be continuing with our traditional way of giving with 
offertory envelopes.  Please read the brochure it gives all the 
details on how to utilize our electronic giving.  If you have any 
questions or concerns about the electronic giving please don’t 
hesitate to call Joanne Monday through Friday from 9am to 3pm.   

 


